Remarks 

In paragraph 2 of the final Action, claims 1, 2 and 4 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Stacker et al. in view of Ichimaru. However, in paragraphs 4 and 5 of the final 
Action, claims 4 and 8 were discussed. Therefore, it is believed that claims 1, 4 and 8 should have 
been rejected in paragraph 2, and the response herein is treated as such. 

Namely, in the final Action, claims 1, 4 and 8 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,735,511 to Stacker et al. (hereinafter "Stacker") in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,507,976 to Ichimaru. In the final Action, it is stated that Stacker fails to disclose the first 
screw portion and means for moving the damper main member as claimed, but the first screw portion 
and the means for moving the damper main member are disclosed in Ichimaru. 

Especially, in paragraph 5 of the final Action, it is stated that 'the combination of Stacker and 
Ichimaru discloses the collar (31 of Ichimaru) to be engaged with the grommet, after the collar abuts 
the grommet, when the collar is rotated, the damper main member (1 1 of Ichimaiu) is moved upwardly 
to adjust the height relative to the collar." 

In view of the rejection, claims 4 and 8 have been cancelled, and the subject matter of cancelled 
claim 8 has been incorporated into claim 1. The amendment does not introduce new issue. Claim 1 
now amended is patentable over the cited references, as explained below. 

As explained in our response to the first Action, Stacker is directed to a "Self-adjusting Stop 
Means for Cushioning". The self-adjusting stop means for cushioning does not require the means 
for moving the damper main member in a direction away from the engaging member of the present 
invention. However, the cited references are considered, as stated in the final Action. 

The self-adjusting stop means in Stacker comprises a casing 14 with a cup-shaped member 28 
and a flange, a clamping element 16 disposed in the cup-shaped member 28, a coupling element 12 
situated in the cup-shaped member 28 to be located above the clamping element 16, and a stop element 
10 inserted into the coupling element 12 and the clamping element 16. 

When the stop means is assembled, the clamping element 16 and the coupling element 12 are 
assembled with the casing 14, to which a core 22 of the stop element 10 is inserted. After the stop 
element 10 is pushed into the position as shown in a dotted line in Fig. 1, the coupling element 12 is 
rotated by a wrench until the raised portions 70 and 52 of the clamping element 16 and the casing 14 
line above each other. While performing this displacement, the upper rounded ends of the legs 60 of 
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the clamping element 16 slide along the conical portions 96 of the coupling element 12 and will be 
bent radially inwardly in clamping engagement with the shaft 20 of the stop element. 

In claim 1 of the application, the engaging member (21) is slidably disposed in the hollow 
tube portion of the grommet (11) and has engaging step portions (23) for engaging the elastic 
engaging piece (15 A, 15B). The clamping element 16 of Stocker corresponding to the engaging 
member of the invention has raised portion 72, but it is not the engaging step portion for engaging 
the elastic engaging piece of the invention. 

The damper main member (3 1) of the invention is slidably disposed in the engaging member 
(21) and has an abutting portion (34) at a middle portion thereof in a longitudinal direction for 
abutting against the engaging member (21), and a first screw portion disposed above said abutting 
portion. Stocker does not have the abutting portion at the middle portion thereof nor the first screw 
portion of the invention. The abutting portion of the damper main member operates to push down the 
engaging member when the damper main member is pushed. Although the abutting portion is 
important in the invention, the abutting portion is not disclosed in Stocker nor mentioned in the final 
Action. 

Stocker does not disclose the abutting portion in addition to the first screw portion and means 
for moving the damper main member. Of course, the operation of Stocker is different from that of the 
invention. 

As explained on page 1, lines 18-24 of the specification, it is stated that "When a collar is 
rotated to fix the projecting length of the damper main member, the engaging piece (engaging 
projecting portion) of the damper main member engages the elastic engaging piece of the grommet to 
raise the damper main member. It is not possible to increase the projecting length of the damper main 
member from the grommet (refer to Japanese Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 2002-21900)." 

Further, it is stated from page 1, line 25 to page 2, line 6 of the specification that "In the 
conventional buffer, when the opening-closing member is closed, the damper main member is pushed 
into the grommet, so that the projecting length from the grommet can be adjusted without rotating the 
damper main member. However, a locking mechanism in which the opening-closing member is 
locked at a closed position has an over stroke. Accordingly, when the projecting length of the damper 
main member relative to the grommet is adjusted only by the closing operation of the opening-closing 
member, a space corresponding to the over stroke is created between the damper main member and the 
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opening-closing member, so that the damper main member may not abut against the opening-closing 
member in the closed position " 

The present invention has been made in view of the problem of the conventional device, which 
is stated on page 2, lines 19-24 such that "In view of the above-mentioned problems, the present 
invention has been made, and an object of the invention is to provide a buffer in which it is possible to 
remove the gap between the damper main member and the opening-closing member in the closed 
position by moving the damper main member just by an amount corresponding to the over stroke." 

Japanese Patent Publication No. 2002-21900 as stated above and in the specification 
corresponds to Ichimaru, cited in the Action. A copy of the Publication No. 2002-21900 is attached 
herewith. In view of the drawings, it is clearly that Ichimaru corresponds to the Japanese publication 
referred to in the specification. 

Namely, as explained above and in the specification, in Ichimaru, although the stopper 3 1 is 
attached to the damper main body 11 to set the height of the damper main body 11, the space 
corresponding to the over stroke can not be adjusted. The stopper 3 1 is used to immovably fix the 
damper main body 1 1 to the grommet 21 . In the present invention, the space for the over stroke can be 
adjusted, but Ichimaru having the stopper 3 1 and the screw portion can not adjust the over stroke or the 
length of the damper main body 11. Thus, the features of the invention are not disclosed or suggested 
by Ichimaru. 

Further, in Ichimaru, there is no abutting portion formed in the middle of the shaft portion 13. 

In claim 1, it is defined such that "said collar is engaged with the grommet such that after the 
collar abuts against the grommet, when the collar is rotated, the damper main member is moved 
upwardly to adjust height thereof relative to the collar." The features of the invention and the 
structure thereof are not disclosed in Ichimaru. 

In case Ichimaru is combined with Stocker as stated by the Examiner, the screw portion and the 
means for moving the damper main member, Le. stopper 31, engaging the screw portion, can be 
combined with the structure of Stocker. However, such combination does not constitute the present 
invention. 

As stated above, in the invention, when the collar is rotated, the damper main member is 
moved upwardly to adjust height thereof relative to the collar. In Ichimaru, as stated in the 
specification, the collar is not designed to move the damper main body, and is used to fix the 
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damper main body to the grommet 21 . Therefore, even if Stocker and Ichimaru are referred to, claim 
1 of the invention is not obvious. 

In view of the above, claim 1 is believed to be in immediate condition for allowance. 
Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfully requested to withdraw the outstanding rejection of the claim 
and pass this application to issue. 

Two month extension of time is hereby requested. A credit card authorization form in the 
amount of $450.00 is attached herewith for the two month extension of time. 



Respectfully submitted, 

HAUPTMAN KANESAKA BERNER Patent Agents, LLP 




Manabu Kanesaka 
Registration No. 31,467 



1700 Diagonal Road, Suite 310 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
(703) 519-9785 MAN/yok 
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